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Steel Building Buying Tips


There are a number of factors to keep in mind when considering the purchase of a new steel building.  Whatever steel building manufacturer or supplier you choose remember to keep in mind some very important considerations.


Don’t buy a steel building “on the cheap” and pinch pennies on your structure.  If your building is going to cost thousands of dollars, the savings of a hundred dollars here or there is not going to be significant in the long run.  You are investing in a steel building that is going to be used for 30-50 years, so get the quality features you want.


Pay close attention to supposedly “can’t miss” buying deals.  If you have two companies supposedly representing the same building to you that turn out to be thousands of dollars apart, investigate the fine print on why that situation exists.  The likelihood is that one company is not fully revealing the true story on the quality of their building.


Building codes are another very important factor.  This is probably one of the most important issues to consider.  It is your responsibility, not the building manufacturer or supplier, to make sure that you get in touch with your local building code office to see if approval can be obtained.  Go over the building specifications that you have received from the company you are considering dealing with, with the code office.  Do not sign a contract or send in any deposit until you have verified the proper coding that is necessary to achieve approval.  Changes in the contract to meet a proper code will always drive up the price.  In order to avoid surcharges ensure that the contract reflects the proper specification and coding before you sign.


Make sure you get any agreement with a manufacturer or supplier in writing.  Some companies may ask for a verbal approval in order to get the factory working or to “lock-in” the quoted price.  This is never the way to go about a purchase.  Getting all of the details in writing will ensure that you know exactly what you are buying.


Today, modern building materials, insulation, and finishing options all figure into the final cost of your steel building.  The cost savings of a steel building over conventional construction can be formidable.  Because the labor to assemble your structure is drastically reduced you can save up to 30% to 50% over the use of more traditional construction methods and materials.


A steel building can be erected very quickly. A completely finished steel building, depending on size and complexity, can be operating in 60-90 days instead of the 6 months or more that conventional construction may take.


Steel buildings are extremely durable.  They do not normally require painting or maintenance.  The final point to make is that they can last from 20-50 years, depending on the manufacturer.
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