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Do Not Buy the Wrong Steel Building

There are three major factors to consider before purchasing a steel building.  Hopefully, the advice in this article will help you to make the right decision in determining the correct steel building for your size requirements and budget.


The first consideration is to be careful not to buy the cheapest priced and cheapest quality steel building on the market.  Remember the old axiom – you get what you pay for.  You need to be in a position to trust the salesperson and the company you are dealing with.  If you like the features of the building being offered for sale and the final price, this is probably the steel building you need.  Make sure you are comparing “apples to apples” when comparing steel buildings from different companies.  Don’t rush to buy a building based on price alone.  Buy if the timing is right and the building meets the specifications you require--then buy the building.  A good rule as a checklist is to buy the building if you like it, you can afford it, and you can trust the company that will supply it.  This is the time to purchase.


Some steel building companies offer buildings that are supposedly “do it yourself”.  This is a correct statement in a number of instances if the building is small – as in a garage or storage shed.  Larger steel buildings usually require the involvement of a qualified erector or general contractor.  Make sure by talking with the building supplier before you buy the building that the building is truly a “do it yourself” project, if so represented.  If the building size requires professional installation, ask the supplier about qualified erectors in your area.  Know the price of the erection of your steel building before purchasing it.


There are two issues that need to be addressed relating to permitting before you purchase a steel building.  Zoning is one issue and structural approval is the second.  Zoning officials may limit the size and configuration of your building.  One procedure that will help to ensure zoning approval is to check the area where your steel building will be erected to see if similar styled structures to yours are already built.  Generally, agricultural use buildings are exempt from permitting if they are out beyond the city limits on farms and ranches.  The second issue, structure of your building, will need to be approved by the building inspectors and permitting officials.  One way to check is to see if the steel building company you are considering using will provide certified, stamped, engineered blueprints, plans, and calculations for the steel building.  These plans will prove to the local building officials that the building will conform to local loading conditions.

Paying attention to the three important factors mentioned in this article will go a long way in selecting and purchasing the correct steel building for your next project.
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